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It is TIME 

 to order your Trees for 2013! 

And 

Get ground worked properly for 

planting trees! 

The deadline for ordering trees is  

October 1, 2012. 

  

While checking your trees, be sure to 

check the opening cut in the weed bar-

rier fabric so the tree trunk growth is 

not being restricted. 

 

NEW 

Check out our Web-Site at: 

www.cswscd.com   
        

My name 

is Patti 

Burian and 

I am doing 

my intern-

ship at the 

Dickinson 

field office.  

 I am originally from New England, ND and am 

graduating in December from Dickinson State 

University with a BS in Natural Resource Man-

agement. I am recently married to Jared Burian 

and we reside in Belfield, North Dakota.  We en-

joy cooking together, hunting with our chocolate 

Lab, Remington, and fishing in the boat. 



Saline Soil Problems and Solutions 
Do you have areas on your property that are unproductive 

due to high salt levels? Excessive salts injure plants by disrupt-

ing the uptake of water into roots and interfering with the 

uptake of competitive nutrients. Recognizing how and why 

salts accumulate is the first step in farming profitably on land 

interspersed with saline soils. As precipitation moves down-

ward through upland soils it dissolves salts that are naturally 

present in the soil. Once the water reaches an impermeable 

layer, it will begin to move laterally until it reaches the soil 
surface, creating a saline seep. Preventing further encroach-

ment of salinity and addressing remediation strategies are cru-

cial in controlling saline areas. Conservation programs, such as 

the Continuous Conservation Reserve Program (CCRP) and 

the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), are available to assist with the remediation process of 

saline soils. Deep-rooted, saline tolerant perennial grass and legume species can help to reduce salt levels 

within the root zone. These plants absorb saline groundwater before it carries the salts to the soil surface. 

These perennial species also provide haying and grazing opportunities while benefiting wildlife habitat. Both 

CCRP and EQIP are always open for enrollment. If you have saline areas on your property and want to know 

what you can do, contact your local NRCS office to get started today.  

For more information on managing saline soils, visit:  

http://www.plant-materials.nrcs.usda.gov/pubs/ndpmctn7094.pdf 

http://www.ag.ndsu.edu/pubs/plantsci/soilfert/sf1087-1.htm 

EQIP SIGNUP DEADLINE NOVEMBER 16, 2012 

 

As harvest is in full swing for many, you probably have had a lot of window time to do some thinking of what you 

would like to do to enhance your farm and/or ranching operation.  Despite the little rain we have seen this year, 

small grain yields seem to be strong, although dugouts are drying up and creeks are slowing up or have quit flow-

ing.  I would imagine future moisture issues are probably very near the top of your list.  Now may be the time to 

sign up for EQIP to see what the program has to offer.   Assistance can be in the form of technical and finan-

cial assistance for structural practices such as livestock water developments, cross fencing, windbreaks, grass 

plantings, fabricated windbreaks etc.  Management practice payments for proper management to achieve envi-

ronmental benefits are available for no-till, nutrient and pest management, soil salinity management, and pre-

scribed grazing.  Precision Application Technology to apply nutrients is also available for payment.   Cover 

crops are a useful tool to improve soil health and increase a cropping system’s diversity.  In addition, they in-

crease organic matter and help manufacture fertilizer in the soil by scavenging for Nitrogen and “fixing” Nitro-

gen from the atmosphere.   

 

Applications for EQIP are accepted throughout the year; however, the ranking and selecting of applications 

from producers is performed during batching periods.  For 2013, applications need to be completed by Novem-

ber 16, 2012 to be considered for funding.  Interested producers should either stop by the Dickinson Field 

Office or contact the office at 225-3811 ext 3 for more information.  

http://www.plant-materials.nrcs.usda.gov/pubs/ndpmctn7094.pdf
http://www.ag.ndsu.edu/pubs/plantsci/soilfert/sf1087-1.htm


As we prepare for the 2013 tree shrub planting, we would like to offer 
a few guidelines: 

To do a good job of planting and ensure best survival, the ground needs to be 
worked well. This usually isn’t a big problem in ground that was cropped the year 
before. Where we run into problems is in plantings that are in sod and are worked 
up. The sod chunks have to be worked out of it to allow for good compaction of 
trees. Poor compaction allows for air to remain around roots and results in poor 
survival.  A disk or tiller usually works well for this. Stubble or fallow fields should 
be disked or dug and harrowed early and then again shortly before planting. This 
serves two purposes; it gets rid of any little weeds coming up and makes a very 
good planting bed.  When weed barrier is applied, good ground preparation is a 
must. We cannot lay fabric on a poorly prepared site.  

 

Weed barrier is recommended as it serves two purposes. First, it keeps weeds 
from competing with the trees for moisture, and secondly it keeps moisture that 
is in the soil at planting time from evaporating,  thus allowing the trees to utilize it 
for a better survival rate. Weed barrier on suckering shrubs will stifle their ability 
to fill in. After the fabric is applied tilling between rows is not a good idea, as an 
implement can catch the edge of the fabric and tear it loose and this will also al-
low wind and water to move the soil from the fabric edges allowing the wind to 
get under the fabric and tear it loose. Planting grass between rows and mowing it 
is the very best way to go.  

 

There are many benefits to native, perennial, warm-season grasses such as blue 
grama, buffalo grass and side-oats grama being planted in between tree rows.  
There shorter growing grasses spread primarily through their root systems, cre-
ating a sod-like mat that makes it harder for weeds to establish.  Another benefit 
to planting these grasses is the reduction in soil erosion.  There roots anchor the 
soil in place.  Not only is this beneficial for out resources and human health, but it 
also protects your new trees from being sandblasted. 

Attention All EQIP, WHIP and CSP Contract Holders 

Another summer is nearly gone as harvest is going strong.  However, if you are a current EQIP, WHIP or 

CSP contract holder, you need to keep in mind that you must get your practice(s) installed by the schedule 

noted in your contract to remain in compliance with your contract obligations.  There are a lot of practices 

that still need to be installed prior to freeze up.  Please notify the NRCS office at 225-3811 ext 3 prior to 

the installation of any practice.  We want to make sure the practice(s) will be installed to meet our NRCS 

standards and specification and to make sure all necessary field visits and paperwork is completed prior to 

installation.  Feel free to contact the office if you have any questions and/or changes in your operation. 

All good things must come to 
an end………. 

The Southwest ND Soil Health 
Demonstration will dissolve in 
November 2012, due to lack of 
funding.  The project has op-
erated from a Conservation 
Innovation Grant (CIG) as well 
as a Sustainable Agriculture 
Research and Education Grant 
(SARE), that will expire in No-
vember 2012.  We have 
learned so much from this 
project and feel that it has 
been a great learning tool in 
the use of crop rotations, cov-
er crop use and most im-
portantly soil health.  Please 

join us on November 14th 
for a Soil Health Workshop 
at the Badlands Activity Cen-
ter.  If you have questions 
about any data on the project 
please contact our office, we 
would be happy to share!   




