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I am Jenna Palczewski, from Bowman, ND. I am a 
Rangeland Management Pathways Intern for the 
summer. I am currently pursuing a degree in Ani-
mal Science at Kansas State University and plan to 
graduate in December 2018. My future plans are to 
hopefully transition to a full time position with the 
NRCS. I enjoy hunting, fishing, and outdoor activi-
ties along with creating artwork and crafts. I am 
having fun working with and learning from this 
great group of people at the Dickinson office!  

Mandy Beerbower joined the NRCS staff in October 2016 
as a Program Assistant. Mandy is originally from 
Hutchinson, MN, but has been a resident of ND since 
2003. She graduated from Dickinson State University in 
2012 with a Bachelor of Science double majoring in 
Business Management and Human Resource Manage-
ment. Mandy has two children and vast interests that 
span from world peace to getting an In-N-Out Burger to 
open in Dickinson.  



Need handplants for 2018 spring 
planting season, please fill out en-
closed green tree form and return to 
our office by October 2, 2017. 

 
 
 

 
2018 TREE PLANTING  

 
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN 

PLANTING NEXT SPRING 
CONTACT THE OFFICE AS SOON 
AS POSSIBLE TO SCHEDULE AN 

APPOINTMENT 
 CALL  701-495-7689 OR STOP IN 

ANYTIME.  

 

 

 

 

Prepare Drought-stressed Trees for Winter 
Tree roots continue growing as long as the soil temperature is above 40 degrees. 

This past year has been one of the driest on record. The effect of the drought on crops and 
livestock is extensive and has been well-publicized, but drought conditions also impact trees. 

What can you do now to help assure their survival now and through the coming winter? 

“The simplest answer, of course, is to water trees now and keep them well-hydrated right until the soil 
freezes,” says Joe Zeleznik, North Dakota State University Extension Service forestry specialist. “Tree 
roots continue growing as long as the soil temperature is above 40 degrees. Therefore, getting water to the 
trees now is critical for helping them cope with the bitter cold winter temperatures to come. Focus on those 
trees that are most susceptible to winter injury, which are conifers and newly transplanted trees.” 

Tree roots are deeper than those of lawns and are more widespread than many homeowners realize. The 
watering should be slow, deep and extensive (edge of the drip lines of the trees and beyond). Check to be 
sure the water has penetrated to a depth of at least 6 to 9 inches. 

One rule of thumb is to use 10 gallons of water for each inch of tree diameter (caliper), according to NDSU 
Extension Service horticulturists Ron Smith and Tom Kalb. They advise watering once per week using non-
saline water and continue watering as long as dry weather persists. Using water with a high salt content 
can stress the trees even further and cause more harm than good. 

Adding mulch around trees also can help keep moisture in the soil and protect the trees from the drastic 
temperature swings that especially come in February and March. 

Place snow fences or other structures in locations that will help capture and deposit snow around the trees. 
For prize specimens, make sure they’re also fenced in and protected from rabbits and other animals that 
might climb on top of the snowbanks to eat the tender shoots. 

“The drought has been tough on our trees,” Zeleznik says. “Nevertheless, there is still something we can do 
about it now. Water your trees thoroughly now and through the fall until freeze-up. Doing so will help mini-
mize the stress and damage that winter can cause.” 



Benefits  

Using Conservation Client Gateway can reduce the 
amount of trips you need to take to your local field 
office. Need to request assistance? Track a payment? 
Review your conservation plan? Conservation Client 
Gateway is available 24/7, enabling you to choose 
the time that works best for you.  

Voluntary  

Using Conservation Client Gateway isn’t required. 
You are free to continue working with NRCS as you 
always have. Now, you simply have more options. 
You can drive to or call the field office for assistance, 
or log onto the Conservation Client Gateway. Choose 
what is most convenient for you.  

Who Can Sign Up  

Conservation Client Gateway is available to agricul-
tural producers. In the future, it will be available to 
business entities and on mobile devices.  

Getting Started  

Just a few steps will get you started on Conservation 
Client Gateway. For step-by-step instructions on get-

ting started, visit www.nrcs.usda.gov/clientgateway  

Help and Support  

Step-by-step instructions are available online.  

If you need additional help, personal assistance is available at 
(970)372-4200.  

NRCS field office staff is always available to assist you with con-
servation questions. 

BISMARCK, ND, August 8, 2017 – U.S. Department of Agri-
culture’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) pro-
vides tips and suggestions on pasture and grazing management 
for drought effected livestock producers.   
 

The drought of 2017 has adversely impacted many producers 
across the state.  Unfortunately, the effects may linger well into 
next year even if precipitation returns to “normal” (e.g. impact-
ing forage production, weed pressure, plant density, plant com-
position, etc.), the good news is there are things that can be done 
this fall to help reduce the drought’s effect. 
 

Feeding Management 
There is a lot of hay being imported to the state from the sur-
rounding region due to the shortage of hay production across the 
state.  Producers from across the region have graciously donated 
hay, some even being trucked in from as far away as Michigan.  
The efforts to get hay into North Dakota has been tremendous, 
however it must be dealt with caution.  While feeding bales this 
winter, please be cognizant of what is in the hay.  For those bales 
that are contaminated with weeds or of unknown plants it is best 
fed in an area that can be monitored and managed if unwanted 
weeds begin to appear.  Logical areas to feed these types of bales 
can be a traditional lot or cropland. 
 

Grazing Management 
Review your grazing management strategy and pasture or range 
conditions going into fall, and make those necessary adjustments 
to season of use, stocking levels, and grazing schedule as needed.  
Avoid over utilizing pastures and keep as much residual stubble 
as possible going into winter.  If your grazing program is in need 

of some assistance do not hesitate to visit your local NRCS field 
office to inquire about technical and financial assistance for im-
provement to your grazing resources.  Is your current livestock 
water situation going to get you through the next drought?  Can 
your grazing system be improved with added fence and addition-
al management adjustments? 
 

Fall Forage Opportunities 
One thing producers can do right now is to monitor moisture 
levels of cropland and begin to decide whether or not a cover 
crop is right for you.  If there is sufficient moisture for a cover 
crop, consider planting a winter annual/cool season mix such as 
winter rye, winter wheat, oats, barley, cereal rye, brassicas, etc.  
Planting by August 15th is recommended to allow sufficient 
growth, however production levels will be dependent on mois-
ture availability.  Allow for some cover crop residue to reduce 
erosion and feed the soil microbes. 
 

Although recent rains may have greened up drought stricken 
pastures, keep in mind most native grasses are most likely using 
the recent moisture to expand or replenish root systems.  Forgo 
the urge to regraze areas that have been dormant and previously 
grazed, doing so may further reduce grass root reserves making 
the effect of the drought last longer than it normally would.   
 

Considering feeding and grazing management while also looking 
for fall forage opportunities may give a better position moving 
into fall and the next growing season.  
 

Please contact your local USDA service center for additional 
information.   

MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS FOR DROUGHT EFFECTED LIVESTOCK PRODUCERS 
By: Mark Hayek, State Rangeland Management Specialist, ND NRCS 



The Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) 

EAB has NOT been detected in North Dakota. Unfortunately, it 
is believed that EAB may reach the state in the coming years.  

EAB	is...	
...native to eastern Asia, the emerald ash borer (EAB) Agrilus planipennis, 
was first discovered near Detroit, Michigan in 2002. Scientists believe that it 
was unintentionally brought into the U.S. inside infested ash crating or pal-
lets. Since its initial discovery, the insect has spread rapidly. The damage 
caused by this pest has been astonishing. Unlike native ash-boring beetles 
that only kill weakened and dying trees, EAB attacks all ash trees regardless 
of their vigor, size, or age. Tens of millions of ash trees have been destroyed 
by the insect representing a significant economic cost to municipalities, prop-
erty owners, nursery operators and forest products industries. Primary long-
distance spread is thought to occur via infested firewood and may also 
spread by infested nursery stock. 

Things	to	know	about	Emerald	Ash	
Borer	(EAB)	

 As of May 18, 2017, EAB has NOT yet been 
discovered in North Dakota.. 

 EAB is known to occur in 30 states, including 
Minnesota, and in 2 Canadian provinces. 

 EAB only attacks ash trees.  (Not mountain ash, 
which is not a true ash) 

 EAB larvae feed under the bark, killing trees 
within a few years. 

 You might see dead branches, new trunk 
sprouts, and 1/8-inch D-shaped exit holes on 
the trunk. 

 Ash trees have many problems that look simi-
lar, so contact an expert if you think an ash tree 
has EAB. 

 EAB has killed millions of ash trees and cost 
millions of $$ since it's arrival on this conti-
nent. 

 EAB does not fly far by itself, but hitchhikes to 
new places on firewood, logs, and nursery 
stock. 

Use North Dakota firewood in North Dakota.  Tell 
out-of-state visitors to leave their firewood at home! 

Planning for EQIP 
The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is accepting applications  for 
2018 EQIP (Environmental Quality Incentives Program) funding source  to help pro-
ducers improve water and air quality, build healthier soil, improve grazing land, con-
serve energy, and achieve other environmental benefits. EQIP provides financial assis-
tance for a variety of conservation activities, 
such as reduced tillage, nutrient management, 
tree and grass plantings, livestock water man-
agement, rotational grazing systems and much 
more.  The deadline for this EQIP signup is mid-
October 2017, but you can fill out an appli-
cation anytime throughout the year. However, 
earlier is better to allow time to complete the 
conservation planning process, which is required 
prior to ranking an application. Please contact 
the NRCS office with any questions or to set up 
a field visit at 701-495-7689. 


