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This Newsletter is a Dedication to Soil Conservation District Supervisor RON DECKER
Ron passed away on August 14, 2020.

Ron Decker, a native to the area
and active in the community was a
definite asset to the Soil Conservation
District Board. He began his career
as a supervisor for the Western Soil
Conservation District in 2005. Ron
was an appointed supervisor for a
couple of years before becoming an
elected supervisor in 2007. He
dedicated 14 years of service to the
Soil Conservation District Boards.
Serving as chairman multiple times
along with serving on the SW ND Soil
Health Demonstration Committee, the
State Association Board, Roosevelt
Custer Regional Council and the
Regional Conservation &

Development Board.
Ron felt strongly about
conservation and the
environment and was not
afraid to jump in and take

charge. Ron was very involved
in representing the District and
producers on issues pertinent to
agriculture. He attended
numerous community meetings
with other agencies to discuss
the problems and possible
solutions. Ron promoted the
District’s Tree Program, Soil
Health Programs, Education
Programs and many others.
His multitude of talents has
aided in the strong and
successful growth of our District
Programs.

Brothers, Ron & Don Decker along with the help of their parents, Ted and
Marian, received the Overall Achievement Award in 2012. They incorporated
a no-till system for their crop rotations, a prescribed grazing system and
cover crops. Ron and Don planted 23,000 feet of trees.
Because of Ron’s enthusiasm and love of agriculture, he was unselfish of his
time, talents, experiences and knowledge to serve the agricultural
community.
The Soil Conservation Supervisors and Staff past and present consider it an
honor to have had the opportunity to serve with Ron.
He will be truly missed!

2020 TREE PROGRAM
Tree Planting crews machine planted 158,974
linear feet of trees in Stark & Billings Counties.
Weed Barrier crew applied 281,603 feet of black
fabric in Stark, Billings, Dunn & Adams Counties.
Sold 19,641 Handplants
Meet our newly elected Stark and Billings
SCD Supervisor, Norris Marx.
Norris has experience working the Marx
Family Farming/Ranching Operation near
Fairfield in Billings County. Norris is the
owner of the Rusty Rail Saloon and
Steakhouse in Belfield. He also is in the
firework retail business. Norris has worked various oilfield
jobs since 1994. Norris enjoys family time with Lacey and his
6 year old daughter Shayla. He looks forward to serving the
people of Billings and Stark County.

Diversity, Direction & Dollars Ag Forum

Producer Perspective on
Low Soil pH
2021 DDD Cancelled. Look out for a summer tour instead!!

Grass Drill for Rent
The Soil Conservation District is providing a
10-foot John Deere BD1110 grass drill for rent.
The drill rents for $10/acre with a $100 deposit.
The minimum charge for the rental of the drill
is $100 nonrefundable.
Please call (701) 225-3811 Ext#3
for available dates.
Payment, rental agreement and map with acres to be seeded will be needed before
renting. The rental agreement can be found on the Stark and Billings SCD website:
starkandbillingsscd.com

Mitch and Cassidy Erdle
were selected for the

Range Management Award

by the
Stark and Billings Soil Conservation
District.
Mitch and Cassidy do some grain
farming primarily for a livestock feed
base, but mainly they raise beef. They
have installed many conservation
practices to improve management on
their rangeland. Many miles of pipeline have been installed, along with 25 tanks. These
pipelines and tanks are a much better watering system, improving water quality and
quantity compared to the dams/dugouts they previously used. They’ve experienced the
years of no snow and/or run off, leaving them high and dry with no water for their
livestock. Along with all the pipelines and tanks, the Erdles have installed many cross
fences, seeded cropland back to grass, converted CRP
and hay land back to pastureland for grazing.
By adding the watering systems, cross fences and
additional grazing acreage, the Erdle’s have
developed a rational grazing system. They start with
pastures furthest from the ranch and work cattle
closer to the ranch by winter before finally bringing
them home. They
also utilize grazing
cropland aftermath
to get the livestock
off the rangeland
earlier in the
grazing season.
The picture shows
the crew working on
trenching one of the
pipelines with a
tank being installed.
The crew consists of
Cassidy, Mitch and
Mike Erdle, Trent
Schneider and Ty
Elkins.

Rod Kadrmas, Fairfield, ND, received the 2020 Tree Award from the Stark and Billings Soil Conservation District.
Rod’s first inspiration to plant his first tree planting was back in 1970’s after he
purchased his farm when he was 21 years old. He thought about trees in this area
for the first 5 years. There was no snow in November/December. Then, he heard
that a quick blizzard out of nowhere just hit Bowman. First his horses came running and whinnying from the area he had been thinking of planting trees and the
cattle were on top of the hill. Rod headed out to get the cattle in before the storm
hit. Just like in Bowman, the storm hit hard, and he couldn’t even see his hand.
The wind has so fierce there was no way to get the cattle in. Rod decided to follow the fence line to get back but kept going in circles. Finally, the mercury light
came on in the farmstead, so he was able to get back.
After that experience,
Rod decided to plant a
windbreak for protection
for the cattle and the
farmstead. He knew what it was going to take to establish trees since he had done the hoeing and watering
as a kid for his Dad’s trees. The first four years after
planting the windbreak, that cost him $110 back then,
Rod hoed and prayed on each tree to grow. He now
has cattle calve out by this windbreak in the spring.
With the wind issues and a good calving spot, one cannot put a price on trees.
Since the 1970’s, Rod planted trees in 1986, 1990, 1992,
2008 and 2012. In year 2000, he planted behind the
farmstead. The total footage of trees planted was
32,000 feet and too many handplants to count.
Rod has dealt with nasty clay soils which the eastern red cedar has done well. Grasshoppers killed his spruce
row in 1990. He replanted that row with cedar and juniper along with weed barrier which helped on the tough
soils. Applying weed barrier and planted grass in between has worked well.
Rod is planting trees on the outside for wildlife. Some of the trees are planted to attract the grouse which have
diminished since he first purchased the place.
Rod Kadrmas is a long-time member of the Arbor Day Foundation. He received many trees from the foundation
and has names for some. An apple tree is named after his sister Lolly. She even makes Rod apple pies from
that tree. Lolly, being a nurse, takes care of many patients. She mentioned the tree her brother planted and
named after her. Lolly now has patients naming trees after her.
Different trees species that Rod has worked with is some walnut trees he is proud of, that produced nuts. Also,
the Arbor Day Foundation provided him some Hazelnut trees that are doing well so far.

Helena Branch Manager, Ron Kessel, was selected for the Soil Health
Education Award from the Stark and Billings Soil Conservation District.
As Ron would put it, his CREW and himself are all part of the education
program Helena has been working hard on to inform producers of the low pH
problems that have been noticed in SW North Dakota.
Ron began noticing something wasn’t right on his own farm back in 2011.
Some of his higher yielding fields were not producing up to par and he started
looking at the different variables that could be causing the drops. In 2015, they
started to focus more on the loss of production on one of his grower’s fields.
They did soil testing, tried different rotations, added nutrients, and many other
things until
they realized
it was a pH
issue.
In fields showing issues, the pH was tested
at 5 to 5.2. In one area, the pH was down to
as low as 4 and there was no vegetation
growing except for unwanted weeds. When
the weeds were taken care of, the soil was
left bare, but then had problems with
erosion. The sandier and gravel soils
seeming to be the worst. Another
observation of Ron’s was badger holes. In
the low pH soils, the badger holes would be
growing better than the undisturbed soil
around it. Since the soil by the badger holes
was from a lower profile, it had higher pH
and the crops weren’t affected by the low pH. Showing Ron that the pH was indeed the problem.
To help combat low pH, a common practice used by farmers, is to till the low pH spots, but this is just a band
aid to the problem. Every situation will be different. Some areas are so bad; therefore putting back to grass
maybe the best solution. Some may be solved by managing the nitrogen and coming up with a good fertility
program that works. Incorporating lime is the best way at this point. Helena has been assisting producers by
incorporating lime two ways. By using pellets at a variable rate, which gets the lime closer to the seed/soil.
This method helps producers see a change in production faster with more consistency. Also, they do a surface
rate with water treatment lime or beet lime; which is spread all over, but is not as even or consistent. Cover
crops can possibly help but the mix needs to have species that tolerate acidy. When choosing a cover crop mix,
look at keeping to a simple cover crop mix like turnips, radishes and oats. The main problem with cover crops
is they usually don’t get seeded quick enough in the spring to be fully effective.
The question coming from producers is “Where do I spend the dollars at?” They need to start by taking the
worst fields and start there. Ron cautions them to not assume and put lime on the field, that can hurt the soils
but instead start with doing some testing. Do something, have a plan and base the plan on facts not
observations.
As Ron said “Producing Food is a Noble Profession. The
definition of noble is doing something that is respectful or
in high regards. Degrading soils is not noble. We need to
come up with a plan, program or solution before this
happens”. Nitrogen has always been here; we’ve only been
using it in commercial agriculture in the last 50 + years. In a
short time, we may degrade soils to non-producing levels. We
need to educate our landowners on this issue, before it’s to
late and property values are affected. Both, Ron Kessel and
Ryan Buetow, have been working diligently in educating of
low pH issues.
Workshops and tours are being looked at, so stay tuned!

Ryan Buetow, Extension Cropping Systems Specialist with the NDSU Research
Center Extension was selected for the Soil Health Education Award.
Ryan first started to notice acidity
problems in the region around 4
years ago. Producers were seeing
increasing spots with low pH and
in areas that were not typically
expected. Ryan found that
producers throughout SW North
Dakota and Montana were also
experiencing these spots of low pH
and low production. The question
was how do you find it if you have low pH? Early on, Ryan
teamed up with Ron Kessel at Helena Agri-Enterprises and
SW Grain who were also noticing these issues. Ryan began
variety trials in 2018 and has been continuing research since
then by taking and studying soil samples.
More recently, new Center Director for the Dickinson Research Extension Center, Christ Augustin joined in
and assisted Ryan to apply and receive grant funding for a demonstration project to address the issue. They
are looking at the uptake of nutrients and effects of herbicides and questions about insects having an effect.
Most of the research is being done on the research farm, but they have a few producers’ fields they are doing
trials on also.
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Brad Brummond

News Column

FORTY CHANCES
I am currently reading a book by Howard G. Buffet called Forty Chances. The
author is actually the son of Warren Buffet and believe it or not he is a farmer. This
book was recommended to me by Dr. David Franzen, our NDSU Extension Soil
and Fertility Specialist. It is predicated on the notion that the average farmer gets
forty crops or forty chances to make changes. Make no mistake, lhis is a book
about change and if you are not comfortable with change this is not the book for
you. This a book about world hunger, soil health and trying to create the next
brown revolution. We have already had the green revolution with the new crop
technology this book talks about improving our soil's health and making the soil
and resources we have do more. It has inspiring stories of the third world farmer's
plight in fighting warlords, genocide and all the ills that accompany mismanaged
economies and total lack of respect for food production. This book has produced
a rollercoaster of emotions from joy to extreme disbelief and sadness but most
of all it gives me hope, it is a dire warning of what happens when the food and
famners go away.
Now let's talk about how the concept of forty chances applies to Walsh County
famners. If we follow Uhis concept each producer is given approximately forty
chances to change their operation or not. The easy changes are adopting the
new high yielding varieties and the latest technology and equipment The hard
changes are trying to make changes in your operation that are not the accepted
norm and carry social and maybe economic risks while you figure out your new
paradigms. The soil health movement that I have been attractej to over the
past ten years falls into this category. We have figured out a lot of things in this
movement that is led by farmers. I have found that the really profound changes I
have seen have always occurred when farmers and consumers work together in
a common cause. We must stop the fighting and those that would take away the
tools we need to farm. If we work together I believe we can overcome this, but
we also must change and change is hard. I was once told the only ones who like
change are babies with soiled diapers.
I try to be the change I would like to see in the world and I am part of a core
group of people looking at soil health and how making changes that stabilize and
improve the productivity of our soils does not have to come with an economic cost
or a very low one. The •Save the Five· program seeks to return to productivity of
the five acres that exist in most quarters in Walsh County. Think of the increased
food production we could gain if we got just these acres back into production and
instead of them being a loss generator and tum them into profrt producing acres.
We are rapidly running out of herbicide options on the tough to control weeds.
We have initiated a program that looks at using strip till to suppress some of
the early growth of these weeds and protect our fragile beet seedlings. We are
looking at conservation beets and trying to gain knowledge on how to keep more
cover on our ground, stop the wind erosion, increase soil health while improving
the productivity our land and doing it in a way that makes economic sense. We
have been doing cover crops for a long time in Western Walsh County and have
used them as a way to put on cheap gain when traditionally our cattle are going
backwards. I have found it does have to rain to make this happen and it can't be
30 inches! These are what I have been doing with my 40 chances. I am now at
year 39 so how many chances do I have remaining to make a positive impact in
Walsh County Agriculture? The answer is not many.

Brad Brummond
NDSU Extension. Walsh County
Cropping systems/natural resources agent
Bradley.brummond@ndsu.edu
701-284-6624 (office)

What will you do with your forty chances? What innovations would you like to
try on your farm to increase the productivity of your land and in return increase
your profit margins and fight weeds? It does not have to be big or earth shaking,
just start! If you would like to learn more about some of the things I have done with
my forty chances and how you might adapt some of it to your operation I would
love to talk to you 701-284-6624. The "Save the Five" program might be an easy
way to start down the road to your forty chances.

