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NRCS Hosts Careers in Governments Class!

John Kempenich, Is
our winner for the
2023 NDASCD

Professional Award.

He grew up on a
farm/ranch
southwest of
Bowman, NDAfter
graduating from
Bowman High
School in the early
'80s, he received a
degree in Soils from NDSU and was part of

At the SCD tree shop
on December 4th
2023, 17 S
from Dickinson High
School 6s (
Government class,

visited with our local
NRCS agents to lear
about career paths

related to Agriculture
and Natural Resource
Conservation
Services. This sessio
was held to open

Collegiate Soil Judging. John has over 35 yearf fheir understanding o

his field of soil science and conservation. He

began his career with Central of Minot, where
he gained valuable experience in soil testing,
fertilizer prescriptions, pesticides, and

agriculture.

government jobs,
emphasizing the
opportunities
available outside the

political sphere.




3*3$) " 3%4 LR ' "Christing, Dustih, Blatalie, Clint, Cole
and Clay was selected for the OVERALL ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
by the Stark and Billings Soil Conservation District .

Christina, Dustin, Natalie, Clint,
Cole, and Clay run a family
operation with Dustin's Dad and e
Uncle, focusing on farming and N s
ranching. They manage 400 cattle
using rotational grazing to prevent . “m
noxious weed spread. Cropland i

. . . A ~2 \
no-tilled with a rotation system @ ANR i | # W
. Ll " : W Do
featuring canola, peas, oats, and ' £ Sl '
small grains. Corn is grown for ) % hy SN
. 'a 4 o N
cattle feed and grazing.The farm et " \
includes tree planting for P

protection and efforts to clear
underbrush for maintaining tree

rows and shelterbelts.




AchievementRecipients:s

Tree Award
Joel & Jan Ficek

The Ficekds, have been steadf
challenges in 1989 with their first planting, their dedication to
\ trees persisted, beginning anew in 1991.They've planted around
\ 20,000 feet of trees in Stark County and an additional 27,000
feet at their family farmstead west of New England. Although
ongoing efforts face challenges like predators, soil conditions,
and water management, Joel and Jan are determined and press
on as they have learnedTREES ARE HARD WORK!

Rangeland Award

The Haag Ranch

Jim & Roxann Family

Jim's grandpa purchased the Ranch in 1917. '_7'?
the current owner, marks the fourth generation ¢
106 years. To avoid water hauling, Martin, Jimgs
dad, laid abovground pipes, a practice Jim [
improved by burying the entire pipeline. With 1.~ ==
tanks, including 2 frodtee ones, they rotate
every 3 weeks to a month based on weather.

Innovative Rangeland Improvement Award

The Shade Ranch

In 2021, Kim Shade took on the task of clearing

juniper trees due to encroachment issues on the
ranch. Recognizinghe problem that caught

ranchers off guard, he invested in a machine for
pulling/sheering trees and burning slash piles when
conditions allowed. Despite the timeonsuming
nature of the process, navigating challenging spots,

and contending with resilient junipers sprouting

from robust root systems, Kim remains dedicated.




2023 Achievement Winners

This year Stark and Billings County SCD had the op-
portunity to sponsor Josie Kensinger in attending the
5-day Waterfowl camp outside of Houston Texas.

This is what Josie had to say about the trip.

oDuring the camp, | was abl
waterfowl habitats and how to best manage natural resourcegs
was in the field harvesting and identifying plants, examining
habitat conditions, studying aquatic invertebrates in chest
waders, and just having a lot of fun with kids my age with si
passions.The days were long, but | was able to work directly
with conservation experts like soil scientists, entomologists,
wildlife managers, and range scientists. North Dakota will be
hosting our very own Brigades Waterfowl Camp in Washburn, ND Juife 3
2024. | candét wait to explore ani
experts. Check outwww.texasbrigades.org/waterfowtigadend for more

i nformation and would | ove to sec



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.texasbrigades.org%2Fwaterfowl-brigade-nd&data=05%7C02%7CNathan.Bollschweiler%40nd.nacdnet.net%7Cd99c43e5af07471bacf008dbfaa1cf9a%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C6383793454732784

Make A Splashodé Water Festiva
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HUASTLE, HIT AND NEV.

|

2023 KIDS DAY ON THE FARM SOILS TUNNEL

Familyds from Stark and neighboring counties, came out for Ki

e v S

Diversity, Direction and Dollars
26th Annual AG Forum was held on January 17th, 2023

AREA V Meeting on October 11th 2023
Western Area Soil Conservation Districts came together at the Cowboy Hall of Fame




Stark & Billings SCD employees had the opportunity to®
attend TheLeadership Conference in Deadwood South ™
Dakota. The speakers presented topics ranging from
conservation success stories, staying motivated
and engaging with board members . In between talks
there was time for peer to peer discussion and :

led by Dr. John Ball (SDSU, Extension Forestry Specia ls
He spoke on a Mountain Pine Beetles and the history #

between them and the Black Hills of South Dakota.

1987, John joined the Soil Conservation Service, leaving a
mark on the 1985 Farm Bill and contributing significantly to

the nationwide mapping of farmland for conservation plans.

Throughout his career he assumed roles in various North
Dakota counties, displaying his expertise in southwest ND,
northwestern SD, and eastern Montana. His current title| is
oWest Zone Yell ow Techni cal
John continues to be a vital resource, particularly for his
assistance with tree plans and s@lated conservation

issuesAside from his professional achievements, John's

commitment in conservation extends into his personal life
and to those around him that know him. Professional
and dedicated to Soil Conservation. He has made a
» significant impact not only with Soil Conservation
4 i Districts but also with NRCS in North Dakota, where

e he stands as a valuable partner in advancing

conservation efforts.

Johnds daughter Lexy, John, and his [wife
ceremony in Bismarck at the SCD Convention in November.
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